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Editorial 
_______________________________________________ 

We have progress on some routes as part of the A61 growth corridor. 
By the time you read this the reconstructed Rother Washlands route 
should be be 5m wide with a new bridge and tarmaced. 

Construction should start this financial year on the route from 
Whittington Moor roundabout to Peak resort. Next year should see the 
shared route from Peak Resort to Dronfield completed.

Despite cut backs in staff and funding Derbyshire County Council are 
making progress with cycling infrastructure. Find out more in this 
newsletter.


Alastair Meikle, Secretary


Email update 
_______________________________________________ 

Our secretary sends out an email update roughly every month, if for 
some reason you don’t receive this into your ‘inbox’ and would like to 
please contact the secretary at this address 
secretary@chesterfieldcc.org.uk


Other local campaigning groups 
_______________________________________________ 

Cycling 4 Everyone (Dronfield) 
www.cycling4everyone.org


Ride Bolsover 
www.ridebolsover.org.uk


Derwent Valley Cycle Group 
www.derwentvalleycycleway.org.uk


Ride Sheffield 
www.ridesheffield.org.uk

mailto:secretary@chesterfieldcc.org.uk
http://www.cycling4everyone.org
mailto:secretary@chesterfieldcc.org.uk
http://www.cycling4everyone.org


Our Campaign has moved to on online based membership system. When 
Pam Kay decide to retire from the role of membership secretary it 
became obvious that to get someone else to take over we needed to 
modernise and make the system easier to manage. Member Ian Mateer 
stepped into the role and has moved membership to the online system 
we are now using. Whilst we’re sure many of you prefer the personal 
touch that Pam brought to the role, please engage with the new system. 
For it to work ‘automatically’ we need a correct email address (manual 
renewals will still be available). Here is a brief rundown of how it works;


We are now managing our membership list and renewals using the 
“Member Mojo” system. This system is used by a large number of "small" 
organisations - see testimonials at  https://membermojo.co.uk/mm/
testimonials


Many of you have already received subscription reminders via emails and 
have paid via this system - thankyou!


For those of you whose subscription renewal is coming up - you can 
check whether we’ve got your correct email address: go to 
membermojo.co.uk/chesterfieldcc/signin  and enter your email address. If 
you get an “unrecognised email” message then we’ve not got the right 
email address for you, in which case please send an email with your 
name to: membership@chesterfieldcc.org.uk and we will update it on 
Member Mojo.


Members who don’t have an email address will continue to receive a 
posted reminder.


Subscriptions made by standing order remain unchanged. 


Payments can also be paid by BACS transfer and cheques.


There is a new payment option of “online” via your account on the 
Member Mojo website. This is a secure payment method, any credit or 
debit card can be used and there are no card charges.


If you have any questions about the new system please drop an email to 
membership@chesterfieldcc.org.uk

New Campaign Membership System 
_________________________________________________

https://membermojo.co.uk/mm/testimonials
https://membermojo.co.uk/mm/testimonials
http://membermojo.co.uk/chesterfieldcc/signin
mailto:membership@chesterfieldcc.org.uk
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Campaign Chat 
_________________________________________________

The Rother Washlands route may 
well be finished by the time you 
read this, at the time of being sent 
to print the route had been fully 
tarmaced but work was still going 
on. It really is like a ‘cycle 
motorway’!


Regular users of the Holmebrook 
Valley Trail near the town centre 
can’t have helped notice that the 
gas holders are being demolished.

One has gone already  and talking 
to the workmen on site the other 
one was completely full of water 
which has to be pumped out and 
filtered before they can start to 
demolish that one.


There is an outline planning 
application to create small 
industrial units on the site which 
we will be keeping an eye on!

The rather ridiculous ‘Cyclist 
Dismout’ signs that have appeared 
by the entrance to the site from 
Mecca Bingo seem to be being 
ignored!


The route through the Queen’s


finally had the signage put out that 
was agreed with Chesterfield 
Borough Council in March.

Annoyingly the signs weren’t put 
up in the places we agreed so 
some had to be moved - a 
ridiculous waste of time. However 
one is still in the wrong place - 
image below:


This sign should be on the railings 
once you get into the park and this 
post should have a sign directing 
cyclists to the sports centre.


The following page shows a 
scheme to allow vehicles to 
access the railway station car park 
from Hollis Lane (bottom of Hady 
Hill by the ‘Bridge’ pub).


This is phase 1 of the HS2 station 
masterplan and shows a shared 
path running alongside the 
planned reinstated road.


Although the scheme does add 
cycle infrastructure we have 
reservations about its ultimate 
intentions.






A missed opportunity to create a 
shared route through the A61 
underpass and this into town plus 
poor treatment of the side road 
crossings - seemingly a backward 
step after the Derby Road and 
soon to be built Dronfield route.


Our major concern is what will 
happen in phase 2 when the whole 
of the station forecourt is 
redeveloped and a through road is 
created.


Having aired our concerns to both 
the Borough and County Councils 
we have been invited to a meeting 
in late November to discuss our 
ideas for a segregated through 
cycle route linking the existing 
station link route through to 
Brimington Road.


Other news


We have yet again asked for the 
station link route to have the 
undergrowth cut back. There 
appears to have been some work 
done but not to a very good 
standard - is this some guerrilla 
work maybe?


We continue to lobby for 
resurfacing of the Hipper Valley 
Trail adjacent to Walton Dam. The 
more people that report problems 
the more likely something will be 
done. If you are able to contact 
Derbyshire County Council to 
pinpoint these locations needing 
remedial work please do.


The on road section of the Hipper 


Valley trail along Goyt Side is 
becoming very congested with 
parked vehicles. We have reported 
this to Derbyshire County Council 
who agree there is a problem there 
(especially at the end of Factory 
St) and in the short term may 
introduce waiting restrictions.


We have suggested that pending 
the whole areas redevelopment 
perhaps the footway could be 
widened and a shared route 
created which would avoid what 
has become a busier route since 
the new Lidl opened.


The new Lidl on Chatsworth Road 
now has shelters over the cycle 
stands. This was on the original 
plans but didn’t get installed. One 
of our members took it up with 
Lidl and we now have a result.


Finally we must thank Pam & Barry 
Kay for their work as membership 
secretary for many years.


At our September meeting Pam 
was presented with a box of 
chocolates and proceded to share 
them out!

They both remain as members of 
course.



Climate Strike 20th September 
_________________________________________________

Quite a few members of our 
Campaign were joined by other 
cyclists during the climate change 
protest outside the town hall.


We decided to lap the town hall 
using Rose Hill and the cycle route 
at the back of the town hall.


In all we did about a dozen laps 
while various speeches were 
made and on one lap we received 
rousing applause from the 
assembled crowd.


Twelve cyclists 
mostly from our 
Campaign took 
part.



Friday Night Ride 
_________________________________________________

Christmas Evening Ride & Social Gathering 
_________________________________________________

These rides on the 

first Friday of the

month were 

reinstated in 2019.


Numbers of 

participants ranged

from six to twelve.


Rides didn’t follow

any particular theme

this year, just a 

sociable ride 

finishing at a 

convenient pub!


Usually the Lock Keeper in Tapton but for the last ride which followed our 
Campaign’s ride leaflet for the Six Parks Ride we ended at the Ale House 
on West Bars. Incidentally the Ale House have a small stock of our 
newsletters.

Following the success of last years Christmas ride we’re doing the same 
again in 2019!


Campaign member Jason Dent will lead a ride from the town hall steps 
on Tuesday 10th December leaving at 6.30pm.


The ride will finish at the Christmas tree in New Square around 8.00pm 
and then members are invited to gather in the Portland Hotel where there 
is usually plenty of room!


Hope to see you there! 

Please note that there is no formal Campaign meeting in December. Our 
next full meeting will be on Tuesday 14th January at 7.30pm at 
Chesterfield Community Centre (between Tontine Road and South Place)



Cycle in Style Ride

On September 28th Campaign 
Member Nigel Vernon organised 
this years Cycle in Style ride.


Once again the ride started and 
finished at the Vintage Tea Rooms 
on Beetwell St.


A total of 26 riders took part with 
several other family and friends at 
the start too so we had a good 
crowd to set off.


Following a few of our members 
taking part in other social rides on 
the Monsal Trail and Nottingham 
we had some riders join us from 
Matlock, Mansfield and 
Nottingham.


Once again a great range of bikes 
came along with older bikes, more 
modern classics & Bromptons etc.

Plus some well dressed riders too!


The short route took us out past 
the railway station along 
Brimington Road to Tapton Lock 
and then back along the 
Stonegravels Way and through 
town.


Next year we are planning to run 
two Cycle in Style rides, the usual 
short one in September and a 
longer one probably using the 
Trans Pennine Trail loop in May.


Look out for dates soon!



Campaign 
member 
Charlie 
Streather riding 
a Philips folder 
plus 
accompanying 
Bromptons.

Organiser of 
the Nottingham 
Classic Rides 
acknowledges 
the camera!

Our secretary 
cycling next 
to the winner 
of the ‘best 
dressed man’ 
prize.



A pause in New Square 
to allow the group to 
regather after the traffic 
lights across St Mary’s 
Gate.


Winner of the ‘best 
dressed lady’ prize.



www.potatoday.org.uk 

If you would like further information please email :                    
potatoday@transitionchesterfield.org.uk 

or phone/text : 07544 566560  

Grow Your Own Vegetables this year! 

Transition Chesterfield’s 11th Annual 

at The Pavements Shopping Centre Chesterfield 
Unit 24 (formerly YEOMAN’S Outdoor Shop) 

on Saturday 26th January 2019 
from 10am – 2pm 

Official Opening at 10am 

Potato Day offers top quality seeds at discounted  
prices for those who are growing their own food! 

PRE-ORDER COLLECTIONS FROM 9.30am 

POTATO DAY 2019 

spud@potatoday.org.uk
07834 838076

TRANSITION CHESTERFIELD’S 12th ANNUAL POTATO DAY

At The Pavements Shopping Centre Chesterfield


On Saturday 25th January 2020 
From 10.00am until 2.00pm 
Official opening at 10.00am

2020

Pre order at lower prices before 3rd December on our website

Several members volunteer at the annual Potato Day in Chesterfield. All 
precedes go to Transition Chesterfield and Inspire Community Garden



Nottingham Classic Ride 
_________________________________________________
Earlier this year couple of cyclists 
from Chesterfield took part in a 
Nottingham Classic Ride which 
resulted in some riders from 
Nottingham joining us on our


recent Cycle in Style ride.

There was another Nottingham 
ride recently and our ride organiser 
Nigel took part in that.

‘Beat the Street’ 
_________________________________________________
We recently learnt from Chesterfield 
Borough Council that they have engaged 
‘Beat the Street’ to run their challenge to 
get people physically active in 
Chesterfield.


In other towns this has been quite 
successful so look out for more details in 
the new year. Individuals, schools and 
workplaces can all get involved.



Climate Emergency Working Group 
_________________________________________________

Derbyshire County Council Cycle Liaison Meeting 
_________________________________________________

Following your secretary’s 
attendance and question at the 
Borough Council meeting to 
declare a climate emergency he 
has been invited to be part of the 
Climate Change Working Group.


The group met for the first time on 
23rd October and of the fifteen 
people on the group another three 
are Campaign members but 
representing other groups as well.


I think it is safe to say we were all 
a bit dismayed to be told we have 
four, two hour meetings to come 
up with a plan for the borough!


After the meeting Lisa Hopkinson 
(Transition Chesterfield & 
Campaign member) called a 
separate meeting of like minded 
individuals to formulate ideas and 
present them to the Borough 
Council before the next meeting 
which was on the 25th November 
(after our printing date).


We hope that we can get the 
Borough Council to ensure that 
planning applications fully comply 
with policies and enhance cycling 
infrastructure as well as creating a 
move to enhance walking and 
public transport.

Our Campaign was well 
represented at the latest meeting 
on 5th November with Chair, Vice 
Chair, Secretary and member also 
representing Transition 
Chesterfield.


Lots of reports of ongoing 
schemes but reporting, as at 
previous meetings that lack of 
staff and resources is having a 
significant impact on delivery of 
infrastructure.


Of interest in Chesterfield is that 
Hipper Valley 3 (extension to 
Holymoorside) is still progressing 
and now at the stage of final offer 
letters going out to landowners.


If all agree the funding is in place 
to finally build the scheme - 
however, we have heard that 
before!


The scheme to create a route from 
Whittington Moor roundabout to 
Peak Resort should start this 
financial year and the route from 
Peak Resort to Dronfield next 
financial year.


A slight amount of progress on the 
route through the Avenue, the 
surface has been improved 
(reports please) and discussion 
about removal of the restrictive ‘K 
Barriers’.



Campaign AGM 
_________________________________________________

One of our 
members 
spotted this 
bike in Lyon 
recently.


“You are the 
traffic’

We held our Annual General 
Meeting on Tuesday 12th 
November.


Reports of the year from the 
secretary, treasurer and 
membership secretary.


Officers were also re elected for the 
coming year.


Chair - Chris Allen

Vice Chair - Steve Crapper

Secretary - Alastair Meikle

Treasurer - Chris Allen

Membership - Ian Mateer

Welcome to New Members 
_________________________________________________

Mark Jones


Andrew Lem


Benjamin Marshall


Richardson Family



Travels of the Secretary 
_________________________________________________

Spotted on a recent train 
and Brompton trip to 
Loughborough.

Cycle parking accessed 
by ‘fob’ complete with 
pump and tool station.

Returning home along 
the Holmebrook Valley 
Trail one day in 
September I happened 
to meet this couple just 
about to go for a ride 
to Holmebrook Valley 
Park.

The gentleman became 
the winner of the Cycle 
in Style best dressed 
man prize!


London and Paris cycling and bike hire
October half term gave me an 
opportunity for a trip to London 
and Paris.

I didn’t take  my usual Brompton 
so had the opportunity to use the 
bike her schemes in both cities. 

I’ve often used the ‘Boris’ bikes in 
London before and find the 
system easy and the bikes, 


although a bit ‘ponderous’, to be 
pretty well suited to their purpose.


For occasional users like ourselves 
from the ‘provinces’ you just need 
to find a docking station initially. 
There is a useful ‘app’ which can 
show you the nearest one of which 
there are several near St Pancras.



Type to enter text

It costs £2 to gain access to the 
system and use bikes for 24 hours. 
If you use them a lot you can pay 
£90 for one years access.


Once you have paid at the terminal 
at each docking point (by card) you 
can then request to hire a bike. A 
slip is printed with a four number 
access code and its up to you to 
select a bike, punch in the code at 
the stand where it is locked and 
when you get a green light pull the 
bike out of the locking stand.

It is then free to use for up to thirty 
minutes. As long as you return it to    
(any) docking station 		 	   	

	 	      within that time you 	
	 	      aren’t charged, but if

	 	      you go over 30 mins  	
	 	      it is an additional £2 	      
	 	      for each additional 	
	 	      thirty minutes.


	 	      You can get quite a 	
	 	      distance in thirty 	 	
	 	      minutes so its not a 	
	 	      problem, just rather 	
	 	      annoying if you go 	
	 	      over by a minute or  	
	 	      so!


Best to check the tyres and a other 
bits and pieces before you type in 
the release code. The saddle is 
easily adjusted and the bikes have 
lights that are always on when 
riding including a green coloured 
bike symbol which is projected onto 
the ground ahead of the bike. There 
is a small rack with bungees over 
the front wheel.

When you return the bike to a dock, 
(usually I find one with the app) you 
push the bike rather firmly into an 
empty locking point and if the small 
light goes green you have docked 
successfully and ended your hire 
period.


There are at least two other bike 
hire schemes in central London. 
Neither of them are dock systems, 
you simply leave them somewhere 
convenient. 

The green and yellow bike in the 
image to the left is one of the Lime 
ebikes that are all over London. 

The other bike is from the Mobike 
scheme.



On to Paris by Eurostar there is a 
very similar scheme called ‘Velib’. 
It’s a little bit more expensive for 
the casual user at €5 for 24 hours 
access. Once you’ve paid that, 


again at a machine at each 
docking station, the scheme is 
very similar with the first 30 
minutes free.

However in Paris you have a 
choice of a ‘normal’ pedal 
powered only bike or an ebike. 
Both types fit in the same dock so 
it just depends what is there. 

You can see in the image above 
the two types, blue are ebikes, 
green are not.


If you choose an ebike you have 
to pay €1 for 30 minutes, there is 
no free period.


Undocking and redocking is 
exactly the same as in London but 
on my latest trip a group of us 
hired three bikes several times. 
After one hire the app said two 
bikes had been hired for 20 
minutes and the other one 46 
minutes! All the bikes were 

returned after 20 minutes so that 
was unexplained.

Another time a bike was undocked 
and then found to have a problem 	   
and be unrideable so	was 		 	
	 	 immediately put back 	
	 	 and another one hired 	
	 	 straight away. The 	 	
	 	 original bike remained 	
	 	 ‘live’ for 4 hours but we 
	 	 weren’t charged!

	 	 No idea how or why 	 	
	 	 that happened nor how 	
	 	 it was possible to hire 	
	 	 another bike if the 	 	
	 	 original one was 	 	
	 	 supposedly still on hire!


	 	 I enjoy cycling in both 	
	 	 cities and and both 
cities are increasing their cycle 
friendly infrastructure and as 
always, because there are more 
people cycling it becomes safer 
because most car drivers become 
used to being around cyclists.


The image below is the cycle route 
alongside the Canal St Martin, 
mainly protected by a kerb but 
where roads leave to the right this 
is how they are arranged.


Alastair Meikle




Regular Local Cycling Events 
_________________________________________________ 

Dr Bike  
1st Saturday of the month March to October 9.30am until 1.00pm. 
Queen’s Park north car park (look for the orange gazebo near the 
miniature railway crossing). Checks, adjustments and repairs. No labour 
charge, just pay for any parts used or bring your own to fit!


Friday Night Ride

Look out for dates in 2020 or contact the secretary if you would like to 
organise a ride.


‘Breeze’ rides 
Ladies only rides, see the Facebook page ‘HSBC UK Breeze 
Chesterfield’.


Spire Cycling Club  
www.chesterfieldspirecyclingclub.co.uk 

Inclusive Pedals 
Taster sessions on the 1st Friday March to October between 1.00pm and 
3.00pm on the track around the cricket pitch in the Queen’s Park using a 
fleet of adapted trikes. Some 2 seaters, a wheelchair carrying trike and a 
hand cycle. £1 charge.

Other events 
_________________________________________________
Spire Cycling Club have a special 
evening on Monday 2nd 
December at 7.30pm at 
Chesterfield Community Centre.


A talk presented by Tom Simpsons 
nephew Chris Sidwells.

Tom Simpson was the most 
successful Racing Cyclist the UK 

has produced. He raced on the 
Continent in the 1960s.

It should be an interesting talk with 
some Tom Simpson memorabilia 
on show on the night and some 
publications to purchase.


There will be a donation bowl at 
the entrance. 




Get Involved! 
_________________________________________________ 

Campaign Meetings are held on the second Tuesday of each month from 
7.30pm in the Chesterfield Community Centre (near Chesterfield coach 
station). All welcome to attend.


To report road faults, telephone Derbyshire County Council on 0845 605 
8058


Please consider joining our Campaign online at 

www.chesterfieldcc.org.uk 


or ‘manually’ with this form: 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 

Membership Form 
Full Name ………………………………………….  Tel …………………………


Address  ……………………………………………………………………………


……………………………………………………………………………………….


Email  ……………………………………………………………………………….

Membership Type (please tick)

Adult, £5 ………………….[    ]                  Family, £10* ……………….[   ]

Unwaged, £2.50 …………[    ]                  Under 18. £1 ……………   [   ]


Optional donations welcome ……. [£             ]

* Family membership includes up to 2 adults and all children under 18 

living at the same address. Please give names and ages of all children 
below;


Please send this form together with a cheque payable to: ‘Chesterfield Cycle Campaign’ 
Membership Secretary, C/O 4 Inkerman Cottages, Ashgate, Chesterfield S40 4BP 
NB. These details will be stored on computer 

http://www.chesterfieldcc.org.uk
http://www.chesterfieldcc.org.uk

